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Organising Committee:

Dear Delegates,
Leading experts in clinical trial design, registry development,
health service delivery, health economics and health policy will
come together and focus on investigator-initiated clinical trials
and registries sector opportunities, challenges and expansion.
The ACTA Summit 2018 features an inspirationally relevant
program, including tier-one national keynote speakers, Australian
Government representatives, leading clinician researchers, and our
wider stakeholder community.
Delegates, speakers, sponsors and exhibitors will be sharing
knowledge with colleagues from across the Australian and New
Zealand clinical trials sectors, including ACTA’s MRFF-supported
Reference and Special Interest Groups presenting and
gathering feedback on their 2017-2020 program of work to
support, strengthen and grow the clinical trials sector.

Prof Tony Keech
ACTA Summit Convener;
Deputy Director, NHMRC,
Clinical Trials Centre, University
of Sydney

Prof John Zalcberg OAM
ACTA Chair and Professor of
Cancer Research, Monash
School of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine

Prof Nikolajs Zeps
Director of Research
Epworth Healthcare

Susan Lohan
Executive Assistant to Professor
Tony Keech, Deputy Director,
Clinical Trials Centre, University
of Sydney

@ACTAcommunity #clinicaltrials
linkedin.com/company/australian-clinical-trials-alliance

On behalf of ACTA and the Australian Clinical Trials Sector as a whole,
the Organising Committee is grateful to our speakers and panellists for generously
contributing their valuable time and expertise to the ACTA Summit 2018.
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Summit day one
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DAY ONE — Thursday 29 November 2018
08:30

Registration

Opening session: Better health through best evidence
Chair:
Prof Tony Keech
ACTA Summit Convener; Deputy Director, NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre, University of Sydney
09:00

Welcome message: our better health through best evidence future
Prof John Zalcberg OAM
ACTA Chair and Professor of Cancer Research, Monash School of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine

09:15

Investment in research to improve Australia’s health system and contribute to jobs and growth
Glenys Beauchamp PSM
Secretary, Australian Government Department of Health

09:40

Better patient care in a complex adaptive health system: evidence into practice
Dr Robyn Clay-Williams
Senior Research Fellow, Australian Institute of Health Innovation, Macquarie University

10:05

A NSW bird’s eye view: current and ongoing strategies to enhance research translation
Dr Antonio Penna
Executive Director, Office for Health and Medical Research

10:30

Morning tea

Session 2: Strengthening networks
Chair:
Prof Steve Webb
Intensive Care Unit, Royal Perth Hospital; School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine,
Monash University
11:00

Developing best practice guidance for Clinical Trials Network operations
A/Prof Katie Groom
Liggins Institute, University of Auckland

11:20

The formation of the ANZMUSC Clinical Trials Network: Lessons learned
Prof Rachelle Buchbinder
Cabrini Institute and Monash University; Australia and New Zealand Musculoskeletal Clinical
Trials Network

11:40

Challenges and successes in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander clinical research
Prof Alan Cass
Director, Menzies School of Health Research
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Summit day one
12:00

29-30 November 2018
The University of Sydney Business School

ACTA Summit 2018

The experience of establishing a new cardiovascular Clinical Trials Network
Prof Anushka Patel
Chief Scientist, The George Institute for Global Health

12:20

ClinTrial Refer: Increasing visibility of and access to currently recruiting trials?
Prof Judith Trotman
Director, Haematology Clinical Research Unit, Concord Hospital, Sydney

12:30

Panel discussion
A/Prof Katie Groom
Liggins Institute
University of Auckland
Prof Alan Cass
Director
Menzies School of Health Research
Prof Toby Richards
Professor of Vascular Surgery
University of Western Australia

13:00

Prof Rachelle Buchbinder
Cabrini Institute and Monash University;
Australia and New Zealand Musculoskeletal
Clinical Trials Network
Prof Anushka Patel
Chief Scientist
The George Institute for Global Health
Prof Judith Trotman
Director, Haematology Clinical Research Unit
Concord Hospital, Sydney

Lunch

Session 3: Connecting with care delivery
Chair:
Prof Ian Harris
South Western Sydney Clinical School, University of New South Wales
14:00

Keys to successful clinical trial embedding
Prof Jonathan Morris AM
Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University of Sydney

14:20

Optimising implementation
Prof Sally Green
Co-Director Cochrane Australia and Professorial Fellow Public Health and Preventive
Medicine, Monash University

14:40

Embedding Clinical Trials in Healthcare
Dr Christopher Williams
Program Manager, Hunter New England Population Health

15:00

Panel discussion
Prof Sally Green
Co-Director Cochrane Australia and
Professorial Fellow Public Health and
Preventive Medicine, Monash University
Tanya Symons
Director
T Symons Associates
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Summit day one
15:30

ACTA Summit 2018

29-30 November 2018
The University of Sydney Business School

Afternoon tea

Session 4: Working together
Chair:
Rebecca James
Consumer Representative, Medical Benefits Schedule (MBS) Review Taskforce
16:00

ACTA and AHRA: Cross pollination bearing fruit - AHRTCs
Prof Steve Wesselingh
Executive Director and Infection and Immunity Theme Leader, South Australian Health and
Medical Research Institute

16:30

Aspects of consumer involvement in identifying and prioritising new research questions
Prof Hans Lund
Centre for Evidence-based Practice
Western Norway University of
Applied Sciences

17:10

A/Prof Jennifer Yost
M. Louise Fitzpatrick College of Nursing,
Villanova University

Panel discussion
Prof Hans Lund
Centre for Evidence-based Practice
Western Norway University of
Applied Sciences

A/Prof Jennifer Yost
M. Louise Fitzpatrick College of Nursing,
Villanova University

Prof Tom Walley CBE
Kieran Schneemann
Institute Director
Director of Government Affairs
Hunter Medical Research Institute
AstraZeneca
(HMRI)
Prof Steve Wesselingh
Executive Director and Infection and Immunity Theme Leader, South Australian Health and
Medical Research Institut
17:30
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Summit day two

29-30 November 2018
The University of Sydney Business School

ACTA Summit 2018

DAY TWO — Friday 30 November 2018
Breakfast meetings. ‘Closed’ sessions for members only
08:00

ACTA Registries Special Interest Group (level 2, room 2070)
ACTA Reference Group E: Strengthening Consumer Engagement (level 2, room 2040)

Session 5: Identifying what matters
Chair:
A/Prof Rachael Morton
Director of Health Economics, NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre, University of Sydney
09:00

Strengthening consumer engagement in developing, conducting and reporting clinical trials
Anne McKenzie AM
Head of the Consumer and Community Health Research Network

09:20

Research prioritisation: Issues and approaches
Dr Haitham Tuffaha
NHMRC and Senior Research Fellow in Health Economics, Griffith University

09:40

Stakeholder engagement in research priority setting
A/Prof Allison Tong
Principal Research Fellow, School of Public Health, University of Sydney

10:00

Panel discussion
Dr David Abbott
Principal Research Scientist, Office
of Health and Medical Research,
Department of Health
Meg Brassil
Consumer Representative
The Palliative Care Clinical Studies
Collaborative (PaCCSC)
A/Prof Allison Tong
Principal Research Fellow, School
of Public Health, University of Sydney

10:30

Dr Janelle Bowden
Founder and Executive Officer
Research4Me
Anne McKenzie AM
Head of the Consumer and Community
Health Research Network
Dr Haitham Tuffaha
NHMRC and Senior Research Fellow in
Health Economics, Griffith University

Clinical Quality Registries – national policy direction?
Prof Stephen McDonald
Executive Officer, Australia & New Zealand Dialysis & Transplant Registry

11:00
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The University of Sydney Business School

Session 6: Supporting innovation
Chair:
Prof Andrew Forbes
School of Public Health & Preventive Medicine, Monash University
11:30

Platform trial design in oncology
A/Prof Mustafa Khasraw
Medical oncologist; Clinical Lead, NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre, University of Sydney

12:00

ePROMs: Considerations and challenges in moving to electronic patient-reported outcomes
Prof Madeleine King
Cancer Australia Chair in Cancer Quality of Life; School of Psychology and Sydney Medical
School, University of Sydney

12:30

Panel discussion:
Raj Verma
Executive Director, System Transformation
Evaluation & Patient Experience,
NSW Agency for Clinical Innovation
A/Prof Mustafa Khasraw
Medical oncologist; Clinical Lead,
NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre,
University of Sydney

Prof Madeleine King
Cancer Australia Chair in Cancer Quality of
Life; School of Psychology and Sydney
Medical School, University of Sydney
Dr Julie Marsh
Senior Research Fellow
Wesfarmers Centre of Vaccine & Infectious
Diseases, Telethon Kids Institute

Closing remarks
Chair:
Prof Tony Keech
ACTA Summit Convener; Deputy Director, NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre, University of Sydney
13:00

Conference wrap-up
Prof Nikolajs Zeps
Director of Research, Epworth Healthcare

13:15

Clinical Trials: where to from here?
Prof John Zalcberg OAM
ACTA Chair and Professor of Cancer Research, Monash School of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine

13:30

Lunch

ACTA Reference and Special Interest Group meetings. ‘Closed’ sessions for group members only
14:30

ACTA Reference Group F: Tools for Research Prioritisation - level 2, room 2110
ACTA Reference Group G: Innovative Trial Design, and ACTA Statistics in Trials Interest Group
(ACTA STInG) - level 2, room 2200
ACTA Network Manager Special Interest Group (SIGNet) - level 2, room 2040
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Speaker biographies

ACTA Summit 2018

David Abbott
David is the Principal Research Scientist
for the Medical Research future
Fund (MRFF) in the Commonwealth
Department of Health. He has held this position for
six months.
Prior to this he was employed by National Health
and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for over
ten years; most recently as advisor to the CEO,
but he also worked on NHMRC funding schemes
(peer review) and managed the development of a
number of key NHMRC evidence statements and
guidelines.
In 2016, David was seconded to the Department
of Health for six months to work on the National
Health Genomics Policy Framework, which was
released in November 2017. David’s qualifications
include a PhD from ANU in molecular biology.
Before transitioning to policy development/
research funding he spent thirteen years as a
research scientist at CSIRO in virology and gene
silencing (RNA interference).
Glenys Beauchamp PSM
Glenys Beauchamp was appointed
Secretary of the Department of Health
on 18 September 2017.
Glenys has had an extensive career in the Australian
Public Service at senior levels with responsibility
for a number of significant government programs
covering economic and social policy areas. She has
more than 25 years’ experience in the public sector
and began her career as a graduate in the Industry
Commission.
Prior to her current role, Glenys was Secretary,
Department of Industry, Innovation and Science
(2013 – 2017) and Secretary of the Department
of Regional Australia, Local Government, Arts
and Sport (2010-2013). She has served as Deputy
Secretary in the Department of the Prime Minister
and Cabinet (2009-2010) and the Department
of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs (2002-2009).
Glenys has held a number of executive positions
in the ACT Government including Deputy Chief
Executive, Department of Disability, Housing and
Community Services and Deputy CEO, Department
of Health.
She also held senior positions in housing, energy
and utilities functions with the ACT Government.
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Glenys was awarded a Public Service Medal in 2010
for coordinating Australian Government support
during the 2009 Victorian bushfires. Glenys has an
economics degree from the Australian National
University and an MBA from the University of
Canberra.
Janelle Bowden
Janelle is a scientist by training with
a Bachelor in Biotechnology (Hons)
degree and PhD in Immunology.
After leading an anti-inflammatory preclinical
research program in a startup biotech, Janelle
began a clinical research career that has spanned
positions in Australia and overseas, working for
pharmaceutical companies, contract research
organisations (CRO’s), within hospitals and as an
independent consultant and entrepreneur.
Driven by the belief that clinical research can
improve and save lives, Janelle is on a mission
to ensure the research that matters to patients
is done, recruited to, and conducted efficiently.
AccessCR was founded in 2007 as a consultancy to
support those running trials.
In 2017, Research4Me was founded as a social
platform for community engagement in medical
research. Providing support, information, training
to both the public and researchers, through
partnership Research4Me aims to increase
awareness, participation and involvement of the
public in medical research, by making it easier.
Meg Brassil
Meg Brassil has been involved as a
consumer representative in Palliative
Care since 2010. She started with the
then SA State-Wide Pall Care Clinical Network.
In 2013 she joined the Management Advisory
Board of PACCSC (the Palliative Care Clinical Studies
Collaborative) a national research collaborative of
palliative services. Since 2015 she has been on the
National Advisory Group for Caresearch.
From January 2017 she has also participated in
the Consumer Advisory Group for IMPACCT at the
University of Technology Sydney, IMPACCT standing
for Improving Palliative, Aged and Chronic Care
through Clinical Research and Translation. She
is committed to both consumer participation in
palliative care and to the research that gives the
evidence base for how to best care for the dying.
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Prof Rachelle Buchbinder
Rachelle Buchbinder is an NHMRC
Senior Principal Research Fellow,
rheumatologist and clinical
epidemiologist. She is the Director, Monash
Department of Clinical Epidemiology, Cabrini
Institute and Professor, Department of
Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine, Monash
University.
Her other roles include Coordinating Editor,
Cochrane Musculoskeletal and founding member
and Chair, Australia & New Zealand Musculoskeletal
(ANZMUSC) Clinical Trial Network.
She combines clinical practice with research in a
wide range of multidisciplinary projects relating to
musculoskeletal conditions as well as improving
communication with patients and health literacy.
She has a longstanding commitment to knowledge
synthesis and implementation of clinical research
evidence to guide clinical decision-making and
improve patient outcomes.
Prof Alan Cass
Professor Cass is the Director of
Menzies School of Health Research
(Menzies). Having trained as a kidney
specialist at Sydney University and Royal Prince
Alfred Hospital, Prof Cass has pursued a research
career with particular interest in the prevention and
management of chronic disease and Indigenous
health.
His research has focused on developing,
implementing and evaluating effective strategies
to improve health outcomes. Professor Cass has
a comprehensive understanding of health service
delivery needs of Indigenous Australians. For
example, as a clinician, he has worked in a handson capacity providing care to patients and family
members in urban, rural and remote settings.
Professor Cass has been instrumental in leading the
conduct of national and international clinical trials;
conducting research to improve access to services
and to improve provision of care to patients with
low health literacy, who speak a different language
and have different understandings of health and
illness.
Professor Cass has published more than 250
peer-reviewed papers and seminal reports for
governments and NGOs. He is immediate pastPresident of the ANZ Society of Nephrology (kidney
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specialists); Board Member for Top End Health
and Hospital Services, the NT Heart Foundation,
Australian Clinical Trials Alliance and Australian
Spinal Cord Injury Network.
Dr Robyn Clay-Williams
Dr Robyn Clay-Williams is a senior
research fellow and specialist in health
systems research.
Robyn leads a research stream in the field of human
factors and resilient healthcare in the Centre for
Healthcare Resilience and Implementation Science
at the Australian Institute of Health Innovation,
Macquarie University, Australia.
Her expertise, in human factors and resilience
engineering, entails developing cross-industry
theoretical frameworks to describe system level
behaviour, and advancing new human factors
contributions to safety in complex socio-technical
systems.
Prior to her work in health services research, Robyn
was a military test pilot, and electronics engineer.
She transitioned to healthcare eight years ago
through a PhD, which in internationally recognised
work, translated aviation teamwork concepts
to healthcare via a randomised controlled trial
evaluating a Crew Resource Management based
training intervention.
Robyn has produced over 100 peer-reviewed
research outputs in high impact journals and
conferences, including the British Medical Journal,
BMJ Quality and Safety, and Implementation
Science, and has accrued over $1M in grant funding
as a Chief Investigator over nine grants.
She holds a NSW Health Early-Mid Career
research fellowship in health service and system
design, where she is investigating methods for
improving productive safety in hospital Emergency
Departments.
Robyn is a member of the Resilient Health Care
Network, and has contributed eight chapters to
the Resilient Health Care series of books edited by
Hollnagel, Braithwaite and Wears. She has received
two international awards (2016, 2018) for her work
implementing resilient health care principles in
hospitals.
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Prof Sally Green
Professor Sally Green is Co-Director of
Cochrane Australia and a Professorial
Fellow and Graduate Research
Co-ordinator in the School of Public Health and
Preventive Medicine at Monash University.
She holds a PhD in Epidemiology and Preventive
Medicine from Monash University and clinical
qualifications in Physiotherapy.
In addition to her leadership positions in
Cochrane, Sally has several competitively funded
research projects in knowledge translation, aiming
to improve health outcomes by investigating the
best ways to inform clinical practice and policy
with synthesised research evidence.
She is a member of NHMRC’s Synthesis and
Translation of Research Evidence (STORE) advisory
committee and co-chairs Cochrane’s Knowledge
Translation Advisory Group.
A/Prof Katie Groom
Katie Groom is Associate Professor
of Maternal and Perinatal Health and
Hugo Charitable Trust Fellow at the
Liggins Institute, University of Auckland. She is a
Subspecialist in Maternal and Fetal Medicine at
National Women’s Health, Auckland City Hospital.
She is an active clinical trialist, currently leading
the New Zealand/Australia STRIDER trial, part of
an international consortium exploring a potential
therapy for fetal growth restriction.
She has been the Chairperson of the Perinatal
Society or Australia and New Zealand
Interdisciplinary Maternal and Perinatal
Australasian Collaborative Trials (IMPACT) Network
since 2015 and the Chairperson of the National
Executive Committee of the newly established
New Zealand-wide ON TRACK Network for Better
Health for Mothers and Babies.
She has been an elected board member of the
Australian Clinical Trials Alliance for the last three
years and currently leads the Efficient and Effective
CTN Reference Group.
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Prof Mustafa Khasraw
Associate professor Mustafa Khasraw,
MBChB MD FRCP FRACP, is a clinical
researcher and a medical oncologist
at Royal North Shore Hospital, Sydney, Australia,
Clinical Lead at the NHMRC Clinical Trial Centre
at The University of Sydney with a leading role in
several clinical and translational programs.
He leads an extensive clinical trials team with
significant laboratory collaborations with a focus
on targeted therapies and immuno-oncology in
rare and underserved cancers as lead principal
investigator on phase I, II and III clinical trials.
He is the study chair/ coordinating principal
investigator for a number of ongoing academic and
pharmaceutical multi-centre randomised clinical
trials (RCTs) funded by competitive grants including:
VERTU and NUTMEG RCTs in glioblastomas (GBM)
and the NABNEC in neuroendocrine cancer. He
leads Australian participation in the international
(Glioma Longitudinal AnalySiS (GLASS)) Consortium
and the GBM Adaptive Global Innovative Learning
Environment (AGILE).
He has recently developed with the Berry
consulting group a protocol for SEQUential
Immunotherapy in Underserved Rare cancer
(SEQUITUR) as a platform trial that combines the
use of promising immunotherapy combinations
with Bayesian Hierarchical modelling in order to
rapidly evaluate activity of a variety of combination
immunotherapies in more than 15 cancer types.
Over the last 5 years he has been awarded over $20
M in peer reviewed competitive grants. In 2018 he
was awarded the Medical Research Future Fund
(MRFF) Next Generation Clinical Trials Fellowship
and was elected as a Fellow of the Royal College
of Physicians (UK). He is a member of numerous
advocacy, government and scientific committees
nationally and internationally such as guideline
committees of the American Society of Clinical
Oncology (ASCO).
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Prof Madeleine King
Professor Madeleine King (BSc(Hons),
PhD) is the Cancer Australia Chair in
Quality of Life (QOL), and Director
of the QOL Office at the University of Sydney.
Professor King has an eclectic skill set spanning
biostatistics, psychometrics, health economics
and epidemiology, providing a multi-disciplinary
scaffold for her expertise in the measurement,
analysis and interpretation of health-related QOL
and other patient-reported outcomes (PROs).
She leads the Cancer Australia QOL technical
services, advising the 13 Australian NZ Cancer
Clinical Trials Groups on best practice for QOL/
PROs in clinical trials. She has a long record of
leadership in the International Society of QOL
Research (ISOQOL), and was its president in 2007.
She currently co-chairs the ISOQOL task force
in Best Practice for PROs in RCTs, which fits well
with her commitment to improving the standards
of QOL and PRO research in clinical trials, from
protocol development through to peer-review
reporting.
In 2018, Prof King was awarded the Career
Achievement Award for Patient Reported
Outcome Measures (sponsored by the USbased Health Assessment Lab Inc. and Medical
Outcomes Trust) in recognition of her outstanding
contributions in developing patient reported
outcome measures, enhancing patient-centred
research, and educating patients and healthcare
professionals.
Prof Hans Lund
Hans Lund is Professor at Centre for
Evidence-Based Practice at Western
Norway University of Applied Sciences
in Bergen, Norway. After 10 years working with
rehabilitation of elderly and teaching Hans Lund
got involved in promoting and teaching EvidenceBased Practice.
Following his PhD his research focus was
rehabilitation (focus on physical exercise)
of patients with hip or knee osteoarthritis
simultaneously with editing and authoring
textbooks in physiotherapy, rehabilitation and
evidence-based practice among others. During
those years, he was founder and chairman of The
Danish Society for Research in Physiotherapy.
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In 2007 Hans Lund was employed as Director of
Studies of a multidisciplinary Master program in
rehabilitation at University of Southern Denmark.
Shortly after, he established the first Master
program in Physiotherapy in Denmark with the aim
of creating a solid foundation for an evidence-based
physiotherapy practice and better possibilities for
Danish physiotherapists to achieve a PhD.
After being affiliated to Bergen in 2013, he initiated
the creation of the Evidence-Based Research
Network (EBRNetwork, see http://ebrnetwork.
org/). The EBRNetwork aims to promote “No new
research studies without prior systematic review
of existing evidence” and an “Efficient production,
updating, and accessibility of systematic reviews”.
Just recently, the EBRNetwork was approved
support from the European Union (A COST
Action, see http://www.cost.eu/COST_Actions/ca/
CA17117) to establish an International Network
for Evidence-based Research in Clinical Health
Research.
Dr Julie Marsh
Julie is an experienced statistical
consultant who worked in the
pharmaceutical industry for many years
before returning to academia. She obtained her
MSc in Medical Statistics from the London School
of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (1990) and her PhD
in Genetic Epidemiology from the University of
Western Australia (2012).
Julie teaches statistics at the University of Western
Australia and is a Senior Research Fellow at the
Telethon Kids Institute, where she specialises in
adaptive clinical trials and statistical methods for
detecting adverse events following immunisation
in the Wesfarmers Centre of Vaccines & Infectious
Diseases.
She is an investigator on several NHMRC and MRFF
grants for investigator-led pragmatic trials, including
adaptive and platform designs. Julie is a Chartered
Statistician of the Royal Statistical Society and an
executive member of the ACTA Statistics in Trials
Interest Group.
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Prof Stephen McDonald
Stephen P McDonald MBBS(Hons)
PhD FRACP.Prof Stephen McDonald
is Director of Dialysis at the Central
Northern Adelaide Renal and Transplantation
Service, Clinical Director of Renal Services for
Country Health SA and Executive Officer of the
Australia and New Zealand Dialysis and Transplant
Registry. He also is a Clinical Professor in the
Adelaide Medical School, and Principal Research
Fellow in the SA Health and Medical Research
institute (SAHMRI).
Following nephrology training, he undertook a PhD
examining relationships between early kidney and
cardiovascular disease and inflammation among
remote Aboriginal communities.
In mid-2001 he returned to Adelaide to a postdoctoral position in the ANZDATA Registry, then
becoming Executive Officer in 2006. His research
interests centre around the epidemiology of renal
disease, and especially the use of Registry data to
analyse trends and outcomes of those receiving
renal replacement therapy.
Current research interests relate to: effects of
consumer engagement on Registry research and
practice; Registry based clinical trials, pregnancy
among dialysis and transplant patients; patterns
of care and outcomes of kidney transplantation
among indigenous Australians; waitlisting and
allocation algorithms for kidney transplant
recipients; and how Registry data informs clinical
practice.
He is a founding member of the Beat-CKD group, a
collaboration of the ANZDATA Registry, Australasian
Kidney Trials Network, Australasian Renal
Guidelines group and the Renal Cochrane Centre.
He sits on the Senior Examining Panel for the RACP
Clinical Examination, supervises postgraduate
research students and advanced clinical trainees
in nephrology, and has published over 160 peerreviewed journal articles.
His clinical interest and skills span the breadth of
nephrology, including care of acute and chronic
kidney disease, electrolyte disturbances and dialysis
and kidney transplant patients.
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Anne McKenzie AM
Anne McKenzie has worked as a
Consumer Advocate at The UWA
School of Population and Global Health
and Telethon Kids Institute since 2004. She is now
the Head of the WA Health Translation Network’s,
Consumer and Community Health Research
Network. Her key task is to implement a Program
of Work for consumer and community involvement
across the WA Health Translation Network’s 22
partner organisations.
Anne is a senior consumer representative for
Consumers Health Forum of Australia and former
Chair of Health Consumers Council WA. She serves
on key state and national health and research
committees. In January 2015, Anne was appointed
to the Order of Australia for significant service in
the area of health consumer advocacy and strategic
policy research and development.
Prof Jonathan Morris AM
Professor of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology and Director, Kolling
Institute of Medical Research
Obstetrics, Gynaecology and Neonatology,
Northern Clinical School, Kolling Institute of Medical
Research.
Professor Jonathan Morris is a graduate of the
University of Edinburgh and completed his
Obstetric and Maternal Fetal Medicine sub specialty
training in Sydney. He completed his PhD in Oxford
and returned to Sydney in 1998 at the Royal North
Shore Hospital.
Since then he has built a perinatal research group
that extends from basic science to population
health. He is currently Director of the Kolling
Institute for Medical Research. His major research
interests are the prediction, prevention and
management of pregnancy complications.
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Prof Anushka Patel
Anushka Patel is the Chief Scientist of
the George Institute for Global Health,
Professor of Medicine at UNSW Sydney,
and a cardiologist at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital,
Sydney. Her personal research interests focus on
developing innovative solutions for delivering
affordable and effective cardiovascular care in the
community and in acute care hospital settings.
Anushka currently leads research projects relating
to these interests in Australia and a number of
other countries, supported by a Principal Research
Fellowship from the NHMRC.
She is a member of the executive and chair of the
Scientific Advisory Committee of the Australia
and New Zealand Alliance for Cardiovascular Trials
(ANZACT).
Dr Antonio Penna
Dr Antonio Penna is a paediatrician and
medical administrator. He specialised
in paediatric pharmacology and
undertook clinical research for over a decade before
he moved into administration.
Tony was a medical administrator at Westmead
Hospital and Royal North Shore Hospital before
taking on the position of Chief Executive of the
Children’s Hospital at Westmead for 5 years.
In August 2013 he was appointed as Director of the
Office for Health and Medical Research in the NSW
Ministry of Health.
Prof Toby Richards
Professor Toby Richards has recently
moved from UCL to take up a
promotion as the Lawrence-Brown
Professor of Vascular Surgery at the University of
Western Australia.
Toby Started as a Senior Lecturer in Surgery at
UCL in 2009 and promoted to Professor in UCL
in 2015. He is the CI for PREVENTT a NIHR HTA
multicentre RCT to assess ‘intravenous iron to
treat anaemia before major abdominal surgery’;
enrolment completed on time in October 2018.
He is CIb and European lead for the international
multicentre trial, ITACS. At UCL he was the Director
of the Surgical and Interventional Trials Unit at
the Division of Surgery and Interventional Science
responsible for 29 ongoing trials.
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Kieran Schneemann
Kieran Schneemann is currently
Director of Corporate and Government
Affairs with AstraZeneca Australia,
headquartered in North Ryde, NSW.
Before joining AstraZeneca in 2009, Kieran
represented the Pharmacy Guild of Australia, as
Executive Director and CEO with responsibility for
managing the Guild and its related organisations,
Australia wide.
In 2001 Kieran was appointed CEO of Medicines
Australia; the peak industry body for the
Pharmaceutical Industry. 1996 – 2001 Chief of Staff
to Senator the Honourable Nick Minchin [Federal
Minister for Finance]
Before working for the Howard Government, Kieran
spent 20 years in the Australian Public Service in
Canberra.
A/Prof Allison Tong
Associate Professor Allison Tong is a
Principal Research Fellow at the Sydney
School of Public Health, The University
of Sydney. She holds an Australian National Health
and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Career
Development Fellowship.
She is a social scientist and has experience in using
applied qualitative research methods to the area
of chronic disease; to inform practice and policy for
improved patient-centred outcomes. Allison has a
particular interest and experience in stakeholder
engagement (including patients and consumers)
in the context of research priority setting and the
development of core outcomes for research.
She co-founded and is on the Executive Committee
of the global Standardised Outcomes in Nephrology
(SONG) Initiative, which aims to establish consensusbased core outcomes across the spectrum of chronic
kidney disease (www.songinitiative.org).
Allison developed the consolidated criteria for
reporting qualitative health research (COREQ),
and the enhancing transparency in reporting the
synthesis of qualitative health research [ENTREQ];
which are both endorsed as key reporting guidelines
by leading journals and by the international
EQUATOR Network for promoting the transparency
of health research.
She has taught qualitative health research methods
internationally for government and university
institutions including Stanford University, Mayo
Clinic, and The University of Calgary.
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Prof Judith Trotman
Professor Judith Trotman, Director,
Haematology Clinical Research
Unit, Concord Hospital, Sydney is
committed to ongoing recognition and promotion
of investigator initiated research.
As a Board member of the ACTA, as member of
the Australasian Leukaemia Group (ALLG) Scientific
Advisory Committee and as principal investigator on
several international clinical trials she has insight to
the challenges and opportunities faced by Clinical
trial networks.
Supporting the breadth of the ALLG’s lymphoma
portfolio she has secured funding for and led
collaborations with the French (PET in PRIMA,
REMARC), UK (RATHL, PETReA) and Italian
(FOLLCOLL) lymphoma trials groups, and with
industry partners: Celgene (RePLy) & Janssen (IRiC).
Dr Trotman’s primary research focus has been
demonstrating the predictive power of PET
response assessment in lymphoma and on this
basis she was successful in obtaining Medicare
funding of PET for indolent lymphoma.
She is leading two international patient-deriveddata initiatives: WhiMSICAL in Waldenstrӧm’s; and
a My Hodgkin’s, My Health App to collect long term
follow-up data for patients in the RATHL study and
other trials. Recognising the central role of study
coordinators in clinical research she partnered
with Roslyn Ristuccia (Manager, St George Hospital)
from HCRN in developing ClinTrial Refer, a groundbreaking App that has facilitated coordinator/
clinician collaboration in a sustained eight-fold
increase in cross-referral and 30% increased
recruitment to haematology trials in NSW.
Following the quick and successful expansion of the
ClinTrial Refer apps to cover oncology and all AHRTC
trial portfolios, ClinTrial Refer V2.0, as a robust
single App platform, will be able to provide a global
search for all currently recruiting trials across all
disciplines nationally in 2019.
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Dr Haitham Tuffaha
Dr Haitham Tuffaha is an NHMRC and
a Senior Research Fellow in Health
Economics at Griffith University.
His research interests encompass the economic
evaluation of healthcare technologies with a
special focus on Value of Information analysis as
an analytical approach to inform reimbursement
decisions, optimise trial design and prioritise
research programs.
Haitham is the Co-chair of the Australian Clinical
Trials Alliance (ACTA) Research Prioritisation
Group, he is also the Chair of the Clinical Oncology
Society of Australia-Epidemiology Group, and the
Secretary of the International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research (ISPOR)Australian Chapter.
Raj Verma
Raj Verma has been involved in
working with clinicians, managers,
executives and patients in improving
health systems since 1995. Raj has delivered many
large scale projects through structured project
management, significant stakeholder engagement,
and a focus on deliverables and results.
Raj has worked to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of health care services through new
models of care at almost every point of the patient
journey. These include models of Emergency
Care, redesigning Hospital in the Home services,
Integrated Care, Improving Patient Experience and
creating the NSW Patient Experience Survey.
He has been involved in running and sponsoring
the NSW Centre for Healthcare Redesign since its
inception in 2007.
Raj gained his initial clinical experience working
as a hospital Medical Laboratory Scientist at Royal
Darwin Hospital. Raj is passionate about service
improvement and innovation.
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Prof Tom Walley CBE
Tom Walley recently took up post
as director of the Hunter Medical
Research Institute (HMRI), Newcastle.
Tom was Professor of Clinical Pharmacology
(1994-2018) in the University of Liverpool, UK and
a consultant physician (1991-2018). He is a Fellow
of the Royal College of Physicians of London, of
the Academy of Medical Sciences, and of the
British Pharmacological Society. He headed a
research group at Liverpool University, focusing
on prescribing, pharmaceutical policy, and clinical
effectiveness and cost-effectiveness. He was later
associate pro-vice chancellor for clinical research in
the university.
He was director of several research programmes
(Health Technology Assessment, Efficacy and
Mechanistic Evaluations, Systematic Reviews) for
the UK National Institute for Health Research (20042018) and established other programmes (Public
Health, Health Services and Delivery). He now takes
up the role in HMRI to help develop translational
research further. In June 2008, he was awarded a
CBE by the Queen for services to medicine.

Dr Christopher Williams
Dr Chris Williams is a health services
researcher, and implementation scientist
with Hunter New England Local Health
District (HNELHD) and University of Newcastle. He
holds a NHMRC Early Career Fellowship and HNELHD
Clinical Research Fellowship. He completed his PhD
with Sydney Medical School and George Institute in
2013.
Dr Williams also works as a program manager with
HNELHD where he leads an embedded research
program focused on improving the coordination and
quality of health services to optimise the prevention
and management of health risk factors associated
with non-communicable disease and musculoskeletal
conditions in adults and adolescents. The work has
involved several large-scale embedded RCTs and
health care improvement or redesign initiatives.
Dr Williams’ work has involved local, state, national
and international agencies including WHO, RACGP,
NPS MedicineWise, NSW Government. He has
authored 85 peer reviewed papers, including
publications in Lancet, BMJ, PLoS Medicine, and
JAMA and is an Associate Editor of Trials.

Prof Steve Wesselingh
In October 2011 Professor Wesselingh
took up the position as the inaugural
Executive Director of the South
Australian Health and Medical Research Institute
(SAHMRI). Professor Wesselingh has also been
appointed as the Infection and Immunity Theme
Leader for the institute.
Professor Wesselingh was Dean of the Faculty of
Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences at Monash
University, from 2007-2011. Prior to taking up the
Deanship, he was Director of the Burnet Institute an
independent medical research institute specialising
in infectious diseases, immunology and public health.
Professor Wesselingh undertook his undergraduate
and doctoral training at Flinders University/Flinders
Medical Centre in South Australia and his postdoctoral training at Johns Hopkins in the United
States. Professor Wesselingh is an Infectious
Diseases Physician and researcher in Neurovirology,
HIV and vaccine development. Professor
Wesselingh has consistently worked towards the
integration of high quality medical research with
health-care delivery, leading to improved health
outcomes for Australia and the poorly resourced
countries of the region.

A/Prof Jennifer Yost
Jennifer Yost is an Associate Professor
at the M. Louise Fitzpatrick College of
Nursing, Villanova University, USA. After
earning her PhD in Nursing Research and Theory
Development, Jennifer completed her post-doctoral
work and was faculty in the School of Nursing at
McMaster University, Canada from 2009 to 2017.
Jennifer’s program of research is aimed at promoting
the knowledge and skills necessary for the use of
research evidence in health care. In her most recent
work, Jennifer utilizes her expertise in systematic
review methodology and knowledge translation
to advance the international efforts of both the
Evidence-Based Research Network (EBRNetwork),
efforts of various stakeholders (e.g. patients,
researchers, educators, funders) to reduce research
waste across all sectors by advocating for no new
studies without a systematic approach to reviewing
existing research evidence and Evidence Synthesis
International (ESI), an organization which aims to
connect and support organizations and people that
produce, use, and develop methods for evidence
syntheses. She is also a member with the Cochrane
Collaboration and International Society for EvidenceBased Health Care.
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Prof John R Zalcberg OAM
MB BS, PhD, FRACP, FRACMA, FAHMS,
FAICD
Professor Zalcberg is the inaugural
Tony Charlton Chair of Oncology at Alfred Health
and Head of the Cancer Research Program in the
School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine
at Monash University- he currently oversees the
establishment and activities of clinical quality
registries across various tumour types.
He was previously the Director, Division of Cancer
Medicine, at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre
in Melbourne from 1997 to 2014 as well as their
Chief Medical Officer from 2007 to 2013. He is the
current Chair of the Australian Clinical Trials Alliance
and serves on the Board of the Australian Red Cross
Blood Service.  
He is immediate past Chair of the Board of AGITG
after serving in this role for over 15 years and a
past Board Member of Cancer Trials Australia and
Co-Chair of the Cancer Drugs Alliance. Previous
positions also include Board Member of the
NSW Cancer Institute, President of the Clinical
Oncological Society of Australia.
He received a Medal of the Order of Australia
Award (OAM) in 2007, the 2011 Cancer
Achievement Award from the Medical Oncology
Group of Australia and the 2015 Tom Reeve Award
for outstanding contribution to cancer care from
the Clinical Oncological Society of Australia (COSA).
In 2014 the AGITG announced the annual “John
Zalcberg OAM Award for Excellence in Australasian
Gastro-Intestinal Trials Group (AGITG) Research” in
his honour.  He has over 280 articles published in
peer-reviewed journals and has received funding in
excess of $54m over the course of his career.
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Prof Nikolajs Zeps
Dr. Zeps Is the inaugural Group Director
of Research for Epworth HealthCare,
the largest not-for-profit Private
Hospital group in Victoria. Prior to that he was the
Director of Research at St John of God HealthCare
from 2012 to 2016 and head of their translational
cancer research program from 2008.
He is an Adjunct Professor at Monash University
Medical School and in the School of Health Sciences
at Curtin University.
He was a member of the Australian Health Ethics
Committee from 2006-2012 and the Research
Committee of the National Health and Medical
Research Council (NHMRC) of Australia from 20092015.
He is a board member and chair of the Cancer
Biology Group of the Clinical Oncology Society of
Australia (COSA) and a member of the Scientific
Advisory Committee of the Australasian Gastrointestinal Trials Group (AGITG).
He is chair of the Primary Care Collaborative
Cancer Trials Group (PC4) Advisory committee and
a member of the PC4 Scientific committee. He
was a founding director and board member of the
Australian Clinical Trials Alliance (ACTA).
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Bellberry Limited is a national, private notfor-profit organisation providing streamlined
scientific and ethical review of human research
and social science projects across Australia.
Our aim is to promote and improve the welfare
of research participants and the quality,
efficiency and effectiveness of research.
As a not for profit company, Bellberry
donates surplus funds back into the research
community.
NHMRC certified, and recognised in the
McKeon review as a Best Practice example,
Bellberry Human Research Ethics Committees
(HRECs) are professionally managed and
operate 24/7 through a dedicated electronic
portal providing a paperless and secure HREC
process.
Bellberry HRECs provide high quality,
independent ethics reviews. With eight
committee meetings every month we are able
to offer a guaranteed turnaround time of 20
days from submission of application. Dedicated
staff provide support at every stage of the
process.
See www.bellberry.com.au to see more about
how we can help you.
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Bellberry, ACTA, NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre
and The George Institute have formed a
consortium ‘Clinical Trials: Impact & Quality
(CT:IQ)’ which aims to get Australia Thinking
Smarter about the design and conduct of
clinical trials.
CT:IQ’s mission is to develop and implement
recommendations that will improve the
impact, quality and efficiency of clinical trials,
leading to more rapid, lower cost and higher
quality evaluation of healthcare interventions
in Australia.
CT:IQ acts as a platform for all stakeholder
voices to come together. By forming project
teams to identify challenges, together we
will explore, solve and implement solutions
in both investigator-led and industry trials
sectors.
This will lead to a more meaningful integration
of clinical trials into the Australian health
system, resulting in better healthcare and
better outcomes for patients, participants and
the community as a whole.
To participate or for more information, visit:
www.ctiq.com.au or email info@ctiq.com.au
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MTPConnect is an independent, not-for-profit
organisation formed as part of the Australian
Government’s Industry Growth Centres Initiative.
Its objective is to accelerate the rate of growth
of Australia’s medical technology, biotechnology
and pharmaceutical sector. MTPConnect has
offices in Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide and Perth.

NSW Health’s Office for Health and Medical
Research works with the health and medical
research sector to promote growth and
innovation in research to achieve better health,
societal and economic outcomes for the people
of New South Wales

Datapharm is Australia’s original full service
contract research organisation (CRO), est. 1987.
Datapharm has earned an enviable reputation,
involved in hundreds of clinical trials in
numerous therapeutic areas across all phases.
Datapharm’s services include clinical trial
design, study management, monitoring, data
management, statistical analysis, report writing,
training, pharmacovigilance, medical writing and
auditing.
Datapharm also promotes clinical trials in
Australia through one of their initiatives,
AustralianClinicalTrials.com, a communityfocused website where trial sites and Sponsors
can promote their clinical research. For
applicable projects, Datapharm has a strong
emphasis on supporting patient recruitment
utilising various social media and digital
marketing techniques.
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ClinTrial Refer is a mobile App and website
platform that connects patients, doctors and
sites to current clinical trial information.
ClinTrial Refer has searchable clinical trial
details, locations, contacts and inclusion,
exclusion criteria. The ClinTrial Refer platform
has significantly enhanced cross-referral and
recruitment rates, increasing patient access to
emerging therapies and supporting the viability
of trial units.
ClinTrial Refer is rapidly being adapted to suit
a variety of trial portfolios and aims to be the
most comprehensive, current and accessible
recruitment tool. It’s potentially lifesaving
knowledge in a pocket!)

Research4Me advocates and supports
community involvement in health and medical
research as a path to solving the needs of the
public and patients, faster.
Through awareness raising, training, community,
events, and more, for health consumers,
research and industry professionals, we aim to
break down silos and make it easier to engage.
By connecting and upskilling these stakeholders
to work together, we believe we can positively
impact the relevance, recruitment, conduct
and participant experience of medical research,
especially clinical trials.
Ours is a vision of a connected, engaged, skilled
community working together to advance
healthcare and improve lives through medical
research, quickly and safely. Engage us to learn
how you can help and benefit.
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CLINICAL TRIALS : Impact & Quality

CT:IQ
Clinical Trials:
Thinking Smarter
Mission
Our Scope
All Clinical Trials and All Stakeholders
To develop
The following describe the core types
and implement
of activity that CT:IQ may undertake:
recommendations that
· Develop consensus
recommendations.
improve the impact,
· Partner with other Australian
quality and efficiency
organisations.
· Assess and, where appropriate
of clinical trials, leading
implement international
to more rapid, lower
recommendations.
cost and higher quality
CT:IQ will
evaluation of healthcare 1. Create and implement consensus
recommendations to improve clinical
interventions in Australia.
trials
Our mission is
to get Australia
Thinking Smarter
about the conduct of
clinical trials.
Vision
CT:IQ will act as
a platform for all
stakeholders to come
together and continually
improve the clinical
trials field in Australia,
enabling efficient
and effective,
patient-centred,
clinical trials.

2. Reduce duplication and maximise
efficiencies
3. Advocate for, and include, all clinical
trial stakeholders; including patients,
participants and the community
4. Follow a systematic, evidencebased approach from topic selection
through to implementation of
recommendations
5. Communicate broadly and in a range
of formats to inform all stakeholders
6. Quantify the impact of the work.

For more information visit
www.ctiq.com.au or
email info@ctiq.com.au

This venture has received funding through the MTPConnect Project Fund Program – a dollar-for-dollar matched program investing in big, bold ideas to improve the productivity,
competitiveness and innovative capacity of Australia’s medical technology, biotechnology and pharmaceutical sector. MTPConnect is supported by the Australian Government
Industry Growth Centres Initiative – learn more at mtpconnect.org.au
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ACTA Summer School 2019
With the change in NHMRC grant deadlines take advantage of your new-found February and join us at
Summer School. We encourage you to take advantage of discounts for ACTA members and early bird
pricing – some events have strictly limited capacity.

Registry-Randomised Trials Workshop
11 February at SAHMRI, Adelaide
Hear from trialists who have successfully run trials utilising clinical quality registries. Delegates will have
the opportunity to engage with speakers and be equipped to utilise these methodologies. The goal
is to leave with a clear pathway as to how registries can be engaged in making trials better, cheaper,
easier, and quicker.

Introduction to Innovative Trial Design Workshop
14 February at The George Institute, Sydney
This one-day workshop will provide you with a general introduction to adaptive trials using novel and
innovative trial designs that have become increasingly popular with advances in computing and statistical powers. We welcome back global adaptive trial design guru Scott Berry (US) as well as local ACTA
experts to take you through all things innovative.

Innovative Trial Design Clinic
15 February at The George Institute, Sydney
Curious as to how to apply adaptive trial methodologies that might benefit your research question?
We invite you to present your current research question to a panel who will engage with the audience
to provide expert guidance on how you could avoid many of the design decisions you might otherwise
regret (like having the wrong sample size calculation, or ‘type III error’ of having chosen the wrong
intervention). Don’t have a question in mind but keen to learn from what others are doing? Join the
audience. Presenters will receive complimentary registration to the event.

Advanced Adaptive Trials Coding Workshops
21 and 22 February, Venue TBC, Melbourne
25 and 26 February, Venue TBC, Brisbane
28 February and 1 March, The George Institute, Sydney
Join us for a two-day intensive where you will take away the skills to code advanced multiple testing
procedures for new adaptive trial designs in R and STATA. We are thrilled to welcome expert presenters from the University of Cambridge: James Wason, David Robertson, Michael Grayling and Adrian
Mander.
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Wednesday Webinars
A series of lunchtime lectures where you will have the opportunity to engage with the presenters and
discuss the topics raised. This series will commence in March 2019, keep an eye on your email for an
update and details of how to register later in the year.
Presentations will also be available on our YouTube channel after the events.

Studies Within a Trial (SWAT)
We all advocate for evidence-based practice, but what about evidence-based research methodology?
Many of the processes we undertake in routine trial activity are not supported by high quality evidence. Learn how to incorporate a SWAT in to your next trial and assess for yourself the best methods
for recruiting, consenting and retaining participants.

Novel Designs Hackathon
Got a trial design or analysis problem and a novel solution? Present your new design proposal and get
feedback from a community of clinical trialists and statisticians with an interest in novel designs. We
are calling for proposals - nothing is too crazy (so long as it involves some form of randomisation).

Data Linkage for Clinical Trialists
The Population Health Research Network (PHRN) facilitate linkage of administrative data sets for
trialists to enhance the quality, cost-effectiveness and timeliness of trials. Learn about the data you can
access and how best to utilise it.
This series will run over 4 sessions:
1

Designing Clinical Trials Using Linked Administrative Data

2

Accessing Linked Data for Clinical Trials

3

Using Linked MBS and/or PBS Data in Clinical Trials

4

Ethics and Linked Administrative Data in Clinical Trials

For more information on these sessions and to register please visit:
clinicaltrialsalliance.org.au/events-forums or email: madeleine.e@clinicaltrialsalliance.org.au
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