	
  
The Hon. Greg Hunt MP
Minister for Health and Minister for Sport
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
May 20, 2017
International Clinical Trials Day

Dear Minister,
On behalf of more than 50 clinical trials networks, coordinating centres and clinical quality
registries that form the Australian Clinical Trials Alliance (ACTA), we write to express our
gratitude for the Australian Government’s clear commitment to supporting health and medical
research that is focused on improving patient outcomes and advancing evidence-based healthcare.
The Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) promises to be a transformative investment in the
health system. We commend the Australian Government for the announcement yesterday of $33
million to lift clinical trials and registries capacity and better support clinician researchers, including
$26 million through the MRFF in it’s inaugural year of funding allocation. This is a critical first
step towards ensuring this historic level of public investment in health and medical research is
focused on maximising public benefit.
We thank you for your recognition of the important role and value of clinical trials networks
through a $5 million grant to ACTA as a national alliance partner to enable their work. This funding
will support us to
•
•
•

develop and implement a clear framework for building a world-class “network of networks”
undertaking well designed public good clinical trials in Australia;
increase the number of high-quality clinical trials available to patients right across Australia
and the capacity of clinical quality registries to facilitate them
improve the capacity of our member networks and coordinating centres to undertake
practice-changing clinical trials by facilitating cross-sector collaboration to address
common barriers and advance methodologies and technologies.

Together with your announcement of funding to increase the number of clinical research
fellowships administered by the NHMRC, establish a new competitive grant program for prioritydriven clinical trials and clinical quality registries, and support ongoing work via the COAG Health
Council to encourage more clinical trials in Australia, this investment has sent a clear message that
making research an essential part of health service delivery and supporting a sustainable and selfimproving health system are priorities for the Australian Government. These are central tenets of
ACTA’s mission and vision and we look forward to strengthening our partnership with Government
to help achieve them.
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We would also like to acknowledge the Australian Medical Research Advisory Board, Chaired by
Professor Ian Frazer AC, together with the Department of Health for their outstanding work in
developing the widely commended Australian Medical Research and Innovation Strategy and
Priorities and supporting the processes that bring us to this historic first round of MRFF funding
allocations.
Finally, we thank you again for joining us yesterday to present the ACTA Trial of the Year awards
and to help honour the extraordinary work of so many people across Australia who are forging
better, smarter healthcare through clinical trials.

Sincerely,

Professor John Zalcberg OAM (Chair) Tony Charlton Chair of Oncology, Alfred Health / Head,
Cancer Research Program, School of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Monash University
for members of the ACTA Board
Professor Alan Cass Director, Menzies School of Health Research, Darwin / Member, Top End
Area Health Service Board / Professor and Fellow, Charles Darwin University, Flinders University
and The George Institute for Global Health
Dr Katie Groom Senior Lecturer and Maternal Fetal Medicine Subspecialist, Department of
Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Faculty of Medical and Health Science, University of Auckland
Ms Rebecca James Policy & Advocacy Adviser, Medicines for Malaria Venture / Member,
Medical Services Advisory Committee (MSAC)
Professor Anthony Keech Professor in Medicine, Cardiology and Epidemiology, University of
Sydney / Deputy Director, NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre / Cardiologist, Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital
Professor Vlado Perkovic Executive Director, The George Institute Australia and George Clinical
Professor of Medicine, UNSW Sydney / Staff Specialist, Nephrology, Royal North Shore Hospital
Mr Kieran Schneemann Director of Government Affairs, AstraZeneca
Professor John Simes Director, NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre / Director, Sydney Catalyst
Translational Research Centre / Medical Oncologist, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital and Chris
O’Brien Lifehouse
Professor Steve Webb Senior Staff Specialist, Intensive Care Unit, Royal Perth Hospital /
Professor of Critical Care Medicine, Monash University
Professor Nik Zeps Group Director of Research and Development, Epworth Health Care
Professor, School of Medicine, Monash University

